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In each edition of the historical society’s
newsletter, the current president uses this
column to capture how the historical
society is keeping its mission to preserve
and promote Moorestown history. As the
new president of the Historical Society
of Moorestown, I am honored that I now
have the privilege to fill this column.
I love to listen to people’s life stories, and
some of Moorestown’s long-time residents
are great story tellers. I now wish I could
have participated in one of Mary Peacock’s
Christmas plays, or tasted a fresh doughnut
from the Peter Pan Bakery, or bowled on a
team at the old bowling alley that stood on
Chester Ave. What I always find interesting
in these stories is that at their core there is
a powerful connection to community. The
storyteller is sharing his or her recollections,
but the memories are always about people
sharing an aspect of the town. To me, that
sense of community is why we exist as an
historical society. We have taken on the
challenge of preserving the objects that
represent Moorestown history. But the
wedding gowns, photographs, diaries, and
newspaper clippings (among other things)
are not by themselves the inheritance
that we are safekeeping. Intrinsically,
each of these objects contains an aspect
of Moorestown’s long-held sense of
community, and that spirit of community is
the underlying heritage that we preserve.
In addition to the materials we collect,
our exhibits and programs also serve a role
in promoting community. When people
of different generations and backgrounds
gather at our New Jersey History Speaks
lecture series, they have the opportunity
to connect and learn together with their
neighbors in town. When visitors view

our History Rocks! Exhibit, which closes
at the end of June, they are reminded that
we are part of a larger community that
spans centuries into the past—a profound
reminder that we are also connected to
future generations that will inhabit this
region. And, when Moorestown’s third
graders visit the beautifully preserved and
maintained Smith-Cadbury mansion this
month for the annual third grade tours,
they get one of their first opportunities to
absorb the years and years of community
building that make this town unique.
Community is always threatened in a
society prone to faction. We divide along
party lines during important community
discussions. We fail to acknowledge people
outside of our immediate neighborhood.
We drift into the safety of exclusive and
fail to appreciate the value of inclusive.
Therefore, we must be involved in moments
that promote community. This summer,
the historical society will do just that.
Look for us on June 3rd at Moorestown
Day—an excellent opportunity to visit the
Smith-Cadbury mansion and escape the
heat! Say hello to us when we march down
Chester and Main during Moorestown’s
annual 4th of July parade. And, I want
you this summer to send me your pictures
and stories which capture how you see the
heritage of community alive in Moorestown
today. We would love to feature you and
your family on our Facebook page!
As always, we appreciate your generous
and continued support. We are unable to
carry out our mission without our amazing
members, and we truly hope that you plan
to renew your membership with us for
the 2017-2018 season. Your generosity
will help us continue to preserve and
(continued)

(continued from page 1)

maintain our archives and library. Also, because of your support, we are planning exhibits
and programs that commemorate Moorestown’s role in World War I; we are preparing our
always exciting ghost tours which will return in October; and we are lining up guests for
the third season of our New Jersey History Speaks lecture series which launches this fall.
I hope to see you in the community…

Mickey DiCamillo, President
mdicam@hotmail.com
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As we wrap up another year dedicated to maintaining the library and
archives, processing new acquisitions, providing research assistance,
and cataloging the historical society’s extensive collection, there are a
number of people who deserve recognition for their volunteer efforts,
which are vital to carrying out the Historical Society’s mission.
In the library itself, we thank Jill Weiss and Nancy Chumney for
their work on the archives, and Liz Rosenthal for her tireless
work organizing and indexing the map collection.
Thanks also to Bill and Eileen Archer for providing guided
tours on the second Sunday of each month when the library is open.
We’d also like to thank Pete and Julie Bender at Moorestown Hardware for donating
many hardware items that keep our historic home running smoothly and also
for providing space in their gift shop area for historical society gift items.
— Stephanie Herz
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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MOORESTOWN AWARDED ITS
FIFTH ANNUAL COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP TO GRADUATING
Moorestown High School Senior Megan Fanelli
The award, presented during the senior recognition night, goes to a student
who has excelled in the study of history and who plans to continue those
studies in college. For the third time the scholarship was given in memory
of Sarah Franklin Homer a long-time trustee and a true historian, who
dedicated her life to the preservation of history and historic places,
not only in Moorestown, but at the regional and state level as well.



Our heartfelt thanks
and appreciation go out to Milt
McFalls and Dave Schill of the
Moorestown Improvement
Association for keeping our
house plaque program afloat.
Milt and Dave are the skilled
craftsmen who produce the
house plaques that can be seen
throughout our historic town.

Julie Maravich
Liz Rosenthal

Lenny Wagner
John Watson
Jill Weiss

Trustee Emeritus
Nan Pillsbury
Newsletter Editor
Lisa Knell

A Fond Farewell

After 35 years of making Moorestown our home, it is time
for Charlie and I to say good-bye. We are moving to North
Jersey. We have enjoyed our time in Moorestown and
especially with the Historical Society. The Trustees are a
fine group of individuals, each with wonderful strengths
and kind hearts. Together, they are a great team and
we will miss them. Our warmest thanks to all for your
dedication to our town and its fascinating history.
— Lisa & Charlie Hammell
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New Jersey
History
Speaks
LECTURE
SERIES

LAND DEEDS AND THE
ILLUMINATION OF STATE,
LOCAL, AND FAMILY HISTORY

What genealogist wouldn’t want to know how
contemporaries viewed his/her ancestors? Even
better, what family researcher wouldn’t crave a source
that described his forebears as either a “lunatic”
or a “spinster”? How about a primary document
in which a forefather bequeathed to a relative:
“a good stout rope to hang his Irish wife”? These
historical sleuths owe Joseph Grabas some serious
gratitude. As part of the New Jersey History Speaks
Lecture Series, presented by the Historical Society of
Moorestown and hosted by the Moorestown Library
on March 15, 2017, Mr. Grabas revealed a veritable
“Holy Grail” of source material for such scholars.
It seemed fitting that such an unusual nature
of information would come from an atypical type
of historian. Mr. Grabas described himself as, “your
premier forensic title expert.” Based on his extensive
background in the subject, his self-designation
seemed rather modest. For the last forty years he’s
researched property records in the Garden State.
He served as the president of the New Jersey Land
Title Association. In addition, he founded the Grabas
Institute for Continuing Education and instructs
realtors, lawyers and insurance professionals on the
nuances of land records.
Somehow he found time
to write Owning New
Jersey: Historic Tales of
War, Property Disputes and
the Pursuit of Happiness
which The History Press
published in 2014, as well.
Mr. Grabas explained
that historically American
society placed more

importance on land ownership than home ownership.
His book opened with a witty observation from
Mark Twain that explained why: “Buy land. They’re
not making it anymore.” In fact, possession of land
held such prominence that statutes require many
records regarding it to be retained forever.
Historians and genealogists should rejoice. Mr. Grabas
explained that a county surrogate’s documents are
“land records.” A diverse array of sources qualifies as
such. They include, but are not limited to: financing
statements, deeds, mortgages, leases, inventories,
liens and even manumission records. This source
provides researchers the data needed to trace a
chain of title, which details the ownership history for
tracts of land. It allows investigators to determine
how owners obtained the real estate in the form of
deed recitals. Some documents also provide witty
anecdotes for those exploring family histories. For
example, a deed he displayed referred to a man named
Zaccheus Dunn as a “lunatic” in five separate places.
With this wealth of information among so called “land
records,” it’s surprising, as Mr. Grabas commented,
that genealogists tend not to consult them.
Many professional researchers tend to focus on
theory when explaining their craft. Mr. Grabas got
into the practical aspect of his work. Using how
he would investigate when a particular building
was erected as an example, he showed the group
his process. In the eighteenth century insurance
companies began using Sanborn Maps to evaluate
the insurability of properties. The speaker used
a series of these documents to confirm the old
Masonic Hall on Main Street in Moorestown’s date
of construction. The edifice’s cornerstone read 1914.
The Sanborn Maps from the years prior to and after
that date were consistent with the keystone.
Mr. Grabas described his goal to “educate
and entertain” the audience upon beginning his
lecture. He did indeed. (Forgive the pun.) With all the
unusual things uncovered from the documents he
discussed, I’ve decided to try something original. I’m
adding a clause to my will instructing my executor
to shred all my land records upon my death. Let
future historians, genealogists and title researchers
wrap their minds around what that means.
— Kevin Stephany

The New Jersey History Speaks Lecture Series, hosted by the
Historical Society of Moorestown, continues in 2017 with
speakers who will shed light on a variety of topics related to New
Jersey. Each event is free and open to all who are interested.
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The final lecture in this season’s
New Jersey History Speaks series
took place the evening of May 10th
at the Moorestown Public Library.
University of Arkansas professor Dr.
James Gigantino joined us live via
Skype to explain why New Jersey was
the last northern state to end slavery.
He pointed out that New Jersey, as
a northern state with a large Quaker
population, is commonly believed to
have been a proponent of abolition in
the years up to and including the Civil
War. In actuality, New Jersey initially
rejected the 13th Amendment to the
Constitution to abolish slavery and only
accepted it after it had been ratified by
¾ of the state legislatures after the end
of the Civil War. With the Mason-Dixon
line passing through the southern part,
New Jersey was really a border state.
Early on, the Revolutionary War gave
rise to anti-abolition sentiment in
New Jersey. Many slaves escaped
to join the British (and also rebel)
forces. As many slaves embraced the
revolution’s message of freedom, New
Jersey agricultural landowners lost a
key labor force. As the Revolutionary
cause prevailed, the land and slaves of
loyalists to the crown were confiscated
by the state. Instead of freeing those
many slaves, the state chose to sell
them and benefit from that revenue.
After the war, although slavery
declined in the more Quaker segment
of West Jersey, it grew exponentially
in the more populous East Jersey
which relied heavily on slave labor for
agriculture (especially the growing of
corn, wheat and pigs), mining, timber
harvesting and salt production.
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LECTURE
SERIES

Lecture on Slavery and
Abolition in New Jersey
at the Moorestown
Library a Success



New Jersey
History
Speaks

In 1804, New Jersey passed a statute
for the gradual abolition of slavery
that did little to further the cause.
African American children born after
July 4, 1804 were freed but had to
serve their mothers’ masters for a
period of 21 years for women and
25 years for men as “apprentices” or
“slaves for a term.” Slaves born before
1804, saw no benefit until 1846
when they were then considered
freed but still “apprentices for life.”
Dr. Gigantino made it clear that
abolition in New Jersey was a
complicated affair. Remembering what
it was like to be slave holders, a kind
of “historical amnesia” led many New
Jersey politicians to align themselves
with the south on the question of
fugitive slaves. Extremist anti Civil
War movements like the Copperheads
had a strong foothold in the state.
Abraham Lincoln lost the popular vote
in New Jersey in both 1860 and 1864.
Thankfully the spirit of Lincoln and
the concept of abolition prevailed.
Professor Gigantino is the author
of The Ragged Road to Abolition:
Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey,
1775-1865, a book published by
University of Pennsylvania Press. If
you missed the lecture, copies of the
book are available in the gift shop
of the Smith-Cadbury Mansion.
— Stephanie Herz

BUSINESS
MEMBERSHIPS

Local businesses play an important
role when they support the
preservation of Moorestown’s
history. We welcome and thank
our inaugural business members!

BENEFACTOR
Powers Kirn, LLC
EVENT SPONSOR
Whitesell Construction
Fletcher Brothers
Roofing and Siding
BAYADA Home Health Care
LIBRARY SPONSOR
Armstrong Pediatric
Dental, LLC
Audrey Shinn Interiors
BUSINESS PARTNER
Kathyrn B. Supko,
Berkshire Hathaway
Distinctive Woodwork
Kazmierski Orthodontics
Esposito Family Dental
Leonberg Nursery
Tait Co./Tait Roofing Inc.
Moorestown Construction
FRIENDS
Diane Walker,
Colorstone Gardens
Remember Me
Stationery and Gifts
Moorestown Hardware
Parkeon
Your generous support helps to
sustain the Society’s commitment
to preserving Moorestown’s
heritage for generations to come.
Again, thank you!

New Business
memberships are
always welcome;
for details, visit us at
http://moorestownhistory.
org/membership/becomea-business-partner/

Historical Society
Hosts Important
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Historical Society of
Moorestown at the Community House this past
April 6 was an important one. Not only did the
presidential baton pass from outgoing president
Leonard Wagner to incoming president Michael
DiCamillo, but the Indian Springs Questers
presented HSM with a generous check for $1,525.00.
And it just so happened that the date of the meeting
fell on the 100th anniversary of America’s entry
into World War One. So who better to give the
night’s presentation than Martin Kane, an expert
on the accomplishments of New Jerseyan Hudson
Maxim, armaments inventor and promoter of the
need for America’s military “preparedness”?
This Hudson Maxim, a native of Maine, was quite
a character. His lifespan took him from 1853, in a
time of growing unrest over slavery, to 1927, a time
defined by jazz, Prohibition, and a bullish stock
market. He took strong, public positions on issues
of the day – a women’s suffragist, he opposed
smoking and Prohibition. He also had a variety of
passions and wrote on many topics. He loved to
cook, especially baked beans, and came up with his
own spaghetti recipe. He published a book called
Real Pen Work about proper penmanship, as well
as a volume called, The Science of Poetry. Maxim
considered himself a poet, too, writing “Lincoln: A
Man of the People,” a piece that was read at the 1922
dedication of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington
DC. He recognized early on that airplanes had
potential for use in war and became one of the first
presidents of the Airplane Society in New York City.

Members of the Indian Springs Questers
present outgoing HSM President
Lenny Wagner with a check.

While Maxim initially settled in Brooklyn, he
eventually made his way to Lake Hopatcong in
northwestern New Jersey, a popular resort served
by two railroads. Here he spent the rest of his
life. His brother, Hiram, an American expatriate,
got him interested in inventing tools of war,
including explosives and propellants. As the
speaker, Martin Kane, pointed out, Hudson Maxim’s
armaments inventions did have peaceful uses,
but their military applications were much more
profitable. His invention of smokeless gunpowder
was helpful in northern New Jersey mining,
but its use in war generated the most income.
He could be a victim of his own inventiveness,
accidentally blowing his left hand off in 1894.
Maxim was best known for his book, Defenseless
America, published during World War One, in which
he argued that America was completely unprepared
for military aggression. He believed that New
York City was susceptible to being bombarded
into submission, which would then lead to all of
America falling to the aggressor. A movie, Battle Cry
of Peace, was based on his book. All of this worry
led to the creation of a Naval Advisory Board, on
which Hudson served, along with such notables as
Thomas Edison and Secretary of the Navy Josephus
Daniels (whose immediate subordinate was a
future president, Franklin D. Roosevelt). Maxim
became so important that he hobnobbed with
not only former President Teddy Roosevelt, but
also 1920s presidents Harding and Coolidge.
In case anyone is wondering, Maxim did have a
Moorestown connection – his son lived here for 50
years!
Martin Kane, a personable speaker, brought Hudson
Maxim to life for his listeners. Mr. Kane is proud
of his work modernizing and expanding the Lake
Hopatcong Historical Museum, and has also been
involved with the awarding of scholarships at
his alma mater, Seward Park High School. In the
past, he was an attorney and
manager at Picatinny Arsenal
in the New Jersey Highlands.
In observance of the World
War One milestone, after
the History Rocks! exhibit
ends in June, HSM will work
on a new exhibit exploring
Moorestown’s role in the war.
— Liz Rosenthal

Martin Kane presented a fascinating talk
on Hudson Maxim and Lake Hopatcong
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
A very big thank-you to all our
members who sent in their renewal forms!
Your continued support of the Historical
Society is noteworthy! A special thank you
goes out to Bill Powers of PowersKirn LLC,
John Roberts, and Mary Moore for their
generous donations!
If you have not yet renewed, please use
the form below or renew online through
PayPal at our website: moorestownhistory.
org/membership. If you are unsure of your
membership status look at the address
label on this newsletter. If the date next to
your name is 04/18 your membership is
current, all other dates indicate it’s time to
renew!
An exciting benefit at the History
Partner level ($100) is an engraved brick
in our Pathway to History. This is a great
way to commemorate a special occasion
or person! New members are always
welcome. If you have a friend or neighbor
who might be interested in supporting the

Historical Society by joining us, they can
become a member through our website
or send us an e-mail with their address
and we’ll send membership information to
them via mail.
A reminder that our website at
moorestownhistory.org is a great
resource for our membership. You’ll
find information on our current exhibit,
upcoming events, reviews and photos
from past events, membership forms, and
a beautiful color edition of our newsletter.
Take a look!
We extend a warm welcome to our
newest members:
• Dorothy Mansdoerfer • the McCracken Family •
Leslie Hunt •
Looking forward to sharing history
with you soon,
Jill Weiss, Membership Chair
moorestownhistory@comcast.net

In Memoriam

The Board of the Historical Society mourns the
loss of former Trustee Edmund Moore who passed
away May 4, 2017. Edmund was the author of The
Benjamin Moore Family of Burlington County, New
Jersey, published in 1982. A graduate of Curtis
Institute of Music, he was an accomplished musician
and music teacher. We will miss his wealth of local
historic knowledge as well as his gentle smile.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
BASIC MEMBERSHIP:
 Student ($10)
 Individual/Family ($35)

RENEWAL 
NEW 

DONOR LEVELS:
 Stories From the Past Sponsor ($50)
 History Partner ($100)
 Library Sponsor ($250)
 Patron ($500)  Benefactor ($1000)

Visit our website,
moorestownhistory.org
for member benefits!

NAME(S):

Are you good at
fundraising? If so,
we need your help!
We are seeking
individuals with energy
and ideas to help us in
our fundraising efforts.


Jobs — big and
small — that we
need help with:

Activities/Events: Helps
plan, organize and hold
Society events.
Docents: Museum and
special exhibit guides.
Exhibits: Helps create
interesting displays.
Fund Raising: Helps
plan and hold incomegenerating events.
Museum: Helps with
maintaining collection.
Oral History: Collects
oral histories and
oversees written work.
Photography: Attends
events and take digital
photos for our archives
and publicity.
Programs: Helps select
programs and speakers,
coordinates meetings.
Publicity/News/Web:
Helps get Society
information to the
members and public.
If you can help out, call
the Society
at 856-235-0353

ADDRESS:
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PHONE #:

EMAIL:

Make check payable to: Historical Society of Moorestown
		Mail to: P.O. Box 477 Moorestown, NJ 08057
Or renew online at: moorestownhistory.org/membership



DATE:

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 2017

JULY & AUGUST 2017

SEPTEMBER 2017

ONGOING EXHIBIT: History Rocks! Interpreting the

Closed for the months of July and August
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Smith-Cadbury re-opens





6
11
13
20
25
27

Archaeological Discoveries in Moorestown
Smith-Cadbury Library & tours, 1-4
Smith-Cadbury tours & research Library, 1-3
Smith-Cadbury library & tours, 1-4
Smith-Cadbury Library & tours, 1-4
Smith-Cadbury tours, 1-3
Smith-Cadbury Library & tours, 1-4

Every spring, the Moorestown 3rd grade
public school curriculum focuses on local
history. The Historical Society conducts
special child-oriented guided tours of the
Smith-Cadbury mansion with each of the
3rd grade classes from Roberts, Baker and
South Valley elementary schools. This year,
11 third grade classes with around 250
students will have toured the mansion,
guided by our inspiring and enthusiastic
school tour docents. We recognize, with
great appreciation, school tour organizer
and docent, Cathy Ruff, and docents Lynne
Brill, Diane Matisoff, Mary Berardi, Paul
Canton, Liz Rosenthal, Bill Archer, and
Mickey DiCamillo. Thank you for bringing
history to life for the next generation!
— Stephanie Herz

Third-Grade Tours of Smith-Cadbury
Made Possible by Dedicated Volunteers

HSM Board Members attend the New Jersey Historic
Preservation Awards at a ceremony on May 11, 2017
held at the Burlington County Olde Courthouse in Mount
Holly. Ann Baiada was there to receive an award for
the BAYADA Home Health Care Headquarters Interior
Rehabilitation Project which focused on a house built
in 1858 by John Buzby. It is an excellent example of a
Greek Revival Italianate building and is located in the
heart of the Moorestown Historic District. According
to the Awards web site BAYADA has: "set the highest
standards for raising awareness in preservation for
commercial use, and demonstrates that a historic building
can work equally well for modern office needs."
Stephanie Herz, Ann Baiada, Julie
Maravich, Cathy Hartley, Lynne Brill,
and Lenny Wagner at the NJ Historic
Preservation Awards in Mt. Holly
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In conjunction with the state and national commemoration of the 100th
Anniversary of World War I, the exhibit committee is currently working
on a project for the 2017-2018 season which will examine the impact of
WWI on Moorestown. Our plan is to open the exhibit early in the fall.

Seeking Materials
For Our New
Exhibit on
World War I in
Moorestown

The World War I memorial in the lobby of Moorestown High School,
lists 100 MHS students who served during the during war. The list
includes names that are synonymous with the history of the town.
Names like Barcklow, Bender, Conrow, French, Laessle, Lippincott, Makin,
Oldershaw, Snyder, Sutton, Wiltshire and Workman are among those
listed, and that is just from those who attended the High School.
The practice of organizing military units on a geographic basis, created
a scenario where soldiers from one community often found themselves
in the same unit. So it was that many of the men from Moorestown
serving in the war found their way into what has been described
as the “point of the edge” in the final offensive to break the back of the Germans.
Many Moorestonians were members of the 311th Regiment of the 78th Infantry Division, also known
as the “Lightning Division”. They fought in all of the major battles of the war that involved the
American Army including the battle of Saint Mihiel and Meuse Argonne. General Pershing said of the
78th that they “will always be remembered in the history of the American Expeditionary Forces”.
While we have a lot of material from previous exhibits and our documentary film, “Moorestonians
in Time of War”, we would really welcome any contributions to this exhibit from our members.

Do you have any photographs, memorabilia, or any information that may be
helpful to us, either about those who served in the military, life on the home
front, or materials (letters, articles, meeting minutes, etc.) about the Quakers
who opposed the war? (We would especially like copies of the Moorestown
Chronicle from that period.) If so, we would love to hear from you.

